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Continua il nostro viaggio partendo ancora una volta dalla fotografia come fonte nella
didattica della storia e dalla considerazione che quest’ultima non é fatta solo di tratrati
e di guerre, di personaggi illustri ed eroi, ma anche di fatti minimi, di uomini umili e di
gesti quotidiani. Dunque come sempre il porto di partenza ¢ “asa nostra” infatd abbiamo
cercato di rileggere un aspetto particolare della storia del nostro paese, che come tutti i
piccoli centri la si pud identificare, quasi sempre, con la vita abituale dei suoi abitanti,
fatta di lavoro e di umanita lontana dai grandi avvenimenti politici e dalle prime pagine
dell’informazione, priva di spazio sui libri di testo, perché considerata minore, ma non
per questo, perd, meno sentita ¢ meno notevole. Una storia che ognuno si porta dentro,
Laspetto preso in esame per il KALANNARJE (calendario) 2005 che avete iniziato a
stogliare ¢ "4/ matrimonio analizzato in tutte le sue fasi, dal fidangamento fino ai festin”. 1arco
temporale da cui abbiamo attinto le notizie che poi hanno costituito le didascalie si ferma
alla fine degli anni 50, mentre per le foto si arriva anche verso la fine degli anni 60
(disposte dalla pit vecchia alla pia recente). Le usanze tradizionali sul matrimonio sono
ormai scomparse da vari decenni, restano solamente pochissime testimonianze che cercano
di resistere in alcune famiglie locali. Oltre alle testimonianze diretre a completezza delle
didascalie abbiamo fatto varie incursioni nella storia in generale sul matrimonio ¢ siccome
la nostra bussola spesso & fuori uso si naufraga ora in un posto ora in un altro. Il tempo
a volte ovatta e confonde la memoria: noi abbiamo cercato di evitare rievocazioni
nostalgiche o solo celebrative, cercando invece di andare pit a fondo nella riflessione,
rimanendo aderenti ai fatti, Precisamente pur privilegiando come gia detto la stora orale,
si € cercato di sottolineare che, la stessa, non consiste nella semplice raccolta e Aproposizion:
di testimonianze, ma in una complessa costruzione dialogica di narrazioni 10 cu
I'intervistatore & altrettanto in gioco, altrettanto coinvolto. In altri termini usando fe fon
orali,nel trascriverle, montarle, e analizzarle, abbiamo messo la nostra voce in mezzo o
altre, apertamente, ci siamo presi la responsabilita di metterci in gioco cercand

che cosa pensiamo ¢ sopratutto che significhino. 11 risultato € che, lungi dal pa

sé, la testimonianza resta sola e criptica, senza il supporto dell

L unione tra womini e donne in origine fu assai prinitiva ; in ¢poca preistorica il mafiimono nos (e,
¢ le donne appartenevana collettivamente afla tribi che le aveva rapite. In seguito il rapimeni: divens
wuna iniztativa personale. Secondo alcunt, il velo sarebbe una reminiscenza del drappo che ['nomo ge ;:I::;-.-.-
sul capo della donna che rapiva. La stessa interpretazione, ritiene che durante la cerimonia nuzsale la
sposa stia alla sinistra dell'wonro perché anticamente era con questo braccto che eall la stringeta, mwm"..?
il destro impepnato a maneggiare la spada per combattere gli altri soidati o mrercemari.

IOBIETTIVO DI CHI RACCONTA DEV'ESSERE QUELLO DI «ORIENTARED®,
E NON DI MANIPOLARE.



Martrimonio (Wedding) comes from the Latin word mlllnnnlwm-m-lﬂmnn‘ll. mater-matris, its root, means mother,
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inrdra” them, wan ihe equivalent of i love-decharation. When & man wanted 1 prose his love for 8 woman, he a aciuriin, right moment for o s

i ihe mw flovwers froan Gebds and meadows, mm-lr'mbtl pthh-ﬂlﬂl Hm’ld.rfl_i Hhh)'r Ir_mf.m- Everyihing was arvsiged dienng the
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hing o how mich money the mun could spend: if he could afford i e would Jeave some conferi amd udd
S o name was lefl as & token, and more than ane girl in age of manrage could live in the same place, offen people were pursbod by the declsration until
2 sbentity. 11 the man wanted hin name to be known, he el o message on the ¢ umhﬁmrmwmmmn;-nql{nmﬂ nanal s ng
the worls: “dedicated to. .. Not abways this flower deconstion significd love and devotion: it could also be 3 naughty decoration. 0l oceurred u'#mu mm
Jelt by the woman he wooed. He then prepared the seiuriado uping *****, tharme, snakes and dewd frops inoesd of Nowers

A CMMASCIATA (" *first siep of an cngagement )

fira step of the engapement the **#***_(ing of the man's relatives, close Mends or just someone whe octed as o *****, had the sk o Gk w the girl's older brother
agroed the man was allowed to talk w0 the girl’s parents and declare hinisella ***** fruncé. In cow of o posative answer followed the fne @ coa: the man snd Bis parents
Wisil &ﬂ.ﬁ, . For the sceasion, always depending on how much money they had, they bought o nnﬁ as o gilt Tor the girl who gave some *##9 (4 o0 |3 iy
after the |'~E.|'ﬂ|-_|,, m.:!ii went o the®*** 1o bring i basket full lﬁ'l‘jl'LI:ﬂ lmernade cakes (nbvenelle, pol , pusze ehiren) as a present for the parents, and for
ﬂ shnsmanssnn (wameann gochy o) rmm'w“' hlh: '";' n* I‘;I:luh Ifn1lwl'|\ E:Ihu?'l 1‘:::“'“"":5’ .y;nlh: :llllﬁ':huu llhlllt sy of their official e ment

N Tis futtre a ring. while his mather gave a plege of ¢ or her*** en the 't have moncy, 0 the v mdhing |
- 2 ﬁmw’mum%mmmemmam “'rﬁ'r:.{lmvas_rzf": hc:m_unnlmhnﬁmécahmc?[wmhw m%.mlma.:
| MH' ere s well, all seated around the table o near the fireplace, They could not sit side by side. These visits went on as long as the N“Enmm Ewen cm e man
E could meet his belovesd one, but always in the preseace of her relatives who went with her from her hiase 1o the church door because 3HE COULD NOT SIT BESIDE HIM

; : mese Thanket full af homemade cakes (mbovaelly, palosmi, pize chione) an s present for the el B she gog Seeesrerres
.%}ﬂhﬁﬂ'ﬁ" “_iiu ey follows bedoew §- Maroover in the Fiftics, an the Mnrmurmu engagement f‘wmm i “m mw;nw i, Funare
wring, i mother gave her a peece of cloth for her® *4= . CANBLLO e
ey mu}mhlﬂ'lh:nmﬂlnwmlmumﬁmhidundmﬁ:wﬁﬂmh T

: *= cven al the time of the ancient Rome. Made cither of iron or I, it was @ symbol o *2+= o Tings worg TeReeRe  Seeen Lipny oy
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, having towched the first three lingers of thear lell hand, saying: “m the name of the Father....of the Son_.of the Holy Ghiou™ he pats the nng on the ***** fin
‘fhat same hand. A more romaniic "'"E‘E' *imstendl. cloamis that the **** finger Lu chaosen by £ in anceenl times because they hciigml Wlsat uupluuw ‘_mn-&mw tip “rﬁ
e finger io the heart Lintil ihe end of the Fiftses moour small wown and in the twwns nearhy, only the bride recenved the ning in most wedding ceremonies. This was pi dae
h-mm 1o money matters. Sometimes the ring was a bomowed one, a new one was bought afterwards. Some other fimes rich *®*** wha could undoubiedly afford two
swess samens o this by now ****** cultural contest, kept oo huying only one ring for the bride,
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DOTE (Dowry )
was comsidered the most genuing commitment of a marrage wmon. Undoabtedly it qualified the marnage as on econonic act, through wihich- ima so wesk econemic
1:h-: ! ﬂﬂﬁoﬂhmlwl’miﬁ: - : an] propertics from dispersal by patiing them 1 o

protected their foc-il ngether.
passad the dowry be feld ivil ohligas t. It hocame 10 make known ong's wealth and renpectability 81 sech a pomt that ke X
) wmﬁ i _kﬁ:.m ol mf:l.nﬂ:‘lllk‘x 0% cial ¢:I o ":l“ﬂu ilay (iuta :;:: ,':11-: s s M:I:d“Fl‘hl.' Bende’s parenis uﬂlﬂ);:\‘:m Mrl;.rfﬁ
F-m the financial sitwation of the future family. The **** could consist of, apart from **** and *****_a calf, money or a piece of Tor makie sure that the
<L gty

ik, o sure
years of , usteall AR now IR k .
ﬁﬁuﬂu wmﬂ.nl the ;u.mm E | “"""F. u“:%:m the ** '11'..’||‘ it wuLnb]nlmd at the moment of the®***** contract that the bride®s famaby hsd o give o ceriain
W & ****_to be sure they gave it even if they ran ot of money on the dag; filbowring the marriage, the grooen obliged the ****® (o ggna **** |1 was s man's wak, hinkever,
1o prenvicke 3 mew bowse and the fumimse, if he had money (including kitchen stufl like®***, pats, frying pans, cutlery, dishes cic. ),

E- ; y SUPERSTIZIONE (Supersiition ) .
) Mg m:bgamnfhwm:}!nm.hmnbmdmdnﬂ:huﬂ ternlly by et b have a happy marriage, while sihers simply ignored them. We cim
only gl } i

it
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r:h;zmh: istonic period analyzed hese: ;
= W on thewr day. brude and made sure they had sofme straw im a litke bag wken from o chair, in altemative some juie;
W ihe bhrde™s were il 1o listen the priea “publishing  the harms™ during the service.
|r' i S0 oW w the use of the holy-water font was forbidden, The stoup was guarded by some of the relatives. We wanbed to mention this custom ke nemind that once, i this litke
[ own, during & ceremony. some people did not respect the “rule™, cousing a wrangle at the end of the Mass which involved oven don Ciccio Falzarang, pricst of the seciimess
I PREPARAZIONE DELLA SPOSA (O (Preparation of the hride/groam)
The dressmaker had a kmpontant roke kn o marriage. She hasd 10 srmnge the preparation of the tro , bt s atylist and re | Babr-sty Hat) ss well, Remember i poy
every woman who was goo *:‘.l' mulﬁldﬂwwﬂuflaﬁcﬁngdrmgfkmnuumﬂﬂm " e
T the Ty hnd cocagh saecy, the Bride coul by e lodh The age e consdercd 1 he aie-war peiod (Sccud Workd War: we have reprts sbout o peope b wed he
us " eloth to make the wedding drow. The cloth was bought clandeatinely in Montesarchao and it wus always divided berween two purchasers, becasse of its digmehsions
# see. and, guided by her scamatress Between the Fories and the Fifties the mos ires decsamakiers WETe L s veesy Ul make p dress. Models wone baged
om the The seumatress drewscd the bride on the Gireat snd cuned her appearance. ndmuﬂthrid:‘!Imulhrl.mdlq':iumdirmnl.llhﬂ:ﬂ:ﬂlhwway.llrlm.lﬁﬁr:lk
d% hﬂrﬂ'{\mh Lpummmhiwt WI] call b;wnm.mlmmmmm.wmwhw“&h%m I hl_iﬂmi_l:;. il lhnykf;mi;‘miy ;«lxull‘.:.up
W () g | Wik precious il aCeR, carm roclets, only wormying o g groom wis his i, W alwys
%nmﬂdhmﬁrﬁam“mty ............... ar by a tailor from Ad o . ]
Thar mgr = sonaiierrsd i S @y -wm peti] (Second Wirld Wil e Bave sl some poupls wiv med the US pasachutes’ clolh o maks the wedding diees The cloth wis biighl clandosiely bs Musaninchio e
: ‘ FESTINI{The parties)
Linusallly it was the witness (sometimes the groom himself) the one who gave the bride away in the church. Afier the religious ceremony, people ok i e waptial trum e =
“Fiﬂﬂﬂm The: furst [party iﬂln i i i .ﬂgl;l. i 1950, :mmh? rcIHEmzm 'n£|1 i Al fear of

1 taking place mﬂlpmdndh the girls ing their bouguets, dates
! -hmmwh-mhm&hm mh?um‘t"ﬁﬂn-‘lrd-"mik 5

The girls gave the bride paper bougucts These were handmade by the nuns of Awrola of by private perans, Ofiea were resabd 1o the privase persiny wha made 1)

for ather m”, shaped and contained confem. All the way from the church o the party place was covered
.’W It was conibdercd a sign off omen. Once the extsblivhed place wos reached, dances and mnpn&:ml]ﬂn wrre tarbed and drved cooki }
‘m“ were offered........... .lfdlk,m resolis (wader mixed with juices). When the iy was over nd ey were gone, the now' coupde sod wll 1
he wodding hinch. Once agan, it all depended on ME'II' m:m{:q the mone magnilicen the celebation would have been. These partics w
"""“%"WMHMH more days, the wedding could be beld on Satardays {the parties lasted one day ), on Thursdays (the e Tasted i
Fh'“'.l""lhy himmm:r:w:mmm%m \'uﬁ:grhtrmph and h“f"ll“_ them prescats, hk:dﬁ::lnp an Kitchet foals

: : couk beans ar other ve s, with iis stone to keep il properly balanced, bal somchimes, 31 i joks

sone. Commen preserds were ali poulery, ﬂpﬂ:%mm ] 2 kind of “recycling™ process: o et Mt the hen from ihe couple's poul
by he couple gave in refurn something known as  “cornct” Dlled with doed bueouiis

“_ ”mg‘::'“::mh. sarrying thiwt Tnssparts, caion bk b 195, and de resisans wis o Airola, new e, ously

wrrn fewisldd i i pry [ Al e gl [0 ither wyklmg oo sems
el ol —-l”mﬁm“h:d:‘ﬁmﬂmrrru}ﬂhﬂm:nl#nﬁmmlziu et
. A'SCIUTA A MESSA (Ot for the mass
Al the gt sud Mhe e complie “wint it i the Mase®, it §5 1 Koy they e s 156 chnarch fio the firs time s oshend) xnd wie. They were stll takesi by the

e 1 pid on the first bench, For the oocasion the woman kad o wear 8 new dark cokoar dness, while the man had i wear his weddimg drev Towands tsoend wf
Ariaiy 8 M & prt of shant boneymoon, The couple chose churches in Casorta, Pompei, Napoli efe to go lstening 0 the roligaas service, O ther way back from

phace
PURELZAL ]
s chastiry were exsmtial virtucs for irks wanting o . Adber the first marmi mgn the “mnan's™ mather wient 60 the couple’s house 1o be sare of her daoghter-om-1aw's
’%h her the “first rarriage” shicet. I4 hud 'ﬂhdmm mganing Ul m_ym"u thim i brame Jﬁ.wphrm'.r:ﬁ;.rillm o tewtsalli dha v had Becty broken
mmnm-dhﬁn‘ﬁkm hagenatic secretions ('t appear, cven in case o i

exmsaderes) bam-vimgn irst sexual intereourse. Igponing this posiility, waully the mether-
il becfor the i a0 rejected her, Tt sheet wan shown not only 1o her bt alse even 1 the village gossip. Sometimes 5 p':'undnmp::'mu- s wwved b hide their
o S m;m":‘“ hiood, with wiich they Ih:-:d lbelmﬂrn. T ihe garl bl :;:hlm witginity befare J”mewm .:%:’Jm'fgﬂn
sithet oy al il miblses comdered this case as | bt diapporntin 3
Meney a8 deneass o7 parfies "hl‘ﬁ"a' unually wore one of her dark colour d:n:uu}L. 1 u.-«.-m:ajl gt u.u’f'.. funcral than like & wedding
: VI LASCIO UN DETTO ANTICO {An sl saying for you)

I8 is bt anitishes s behiasionurs bereeen the flancés and their Lamilies. 1 rofcrs 0wy kvl of i, eliber im nich cases o poor anes
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" Chariiey recirvered in the sge of bt . thal dec 4 certain point of matie e
e ™ jpr o Mty i alsis refiers o woman®s fertiliny, that decreases o a o e
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